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Table 1: Inflection of Main Verbs in Affirmative Root Clauses

nonpast -(7)u past -ta Adverbial Irrealis

Toshi

288 84 0 0
(2:3-2;8)
Ken

111 175 0 1 (0.3%)
(2:8-2;10)
Masanori

138 50 0 0
(2:4)

(Sano 1995:35)
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(8) Usage of tense and aspect morphemes by children (Matsuoka 1999:343,

TABLE 3)

AKI KAN Sumihare
nonpast 1;10,0 2:2,3+ 1;11+
past 2;1,17 2;2,3+ I;11+
ga 2;2,22 2;2,3+ I;11+

(+ = the first file in the database)
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Underspecified Functional Category in the Early Stage of
Language Acquisition: Evidence from Tense Morpheme and
Nominative Case Marking in Child Japanese

DANSAKO, Masahiko
(Center for the Study of Language Performance, Kyushu University)

This paper discusses acquisition of Tense category which assigns nominative case to a
noun phrase in its Spec. Previous studies have shown that the period of emergence of
Tense morpheme precedes that of morphological realization of ga-marked subject.
This developmental order apparently leads us to assume T in child grammar has the
identical property as in adult grammar. However, given our observation that
ga-marked subject uttered in the early stage can be interpreted only as theme, it is not
appropriate to identify T of child grammar with that of adult grammar. Alternatively
we present an analysis in which T is underspecified and V assigns theme and

nominative case to its sister NP until categorial feature of T is specified.

(FFasz#H 201043 A 31 H RERRZELH 201047 A 19 H)



