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(37) a. Only Lucy came to the party.
b. prejacent implication: Lucy came to the party.



c. exclusive implication: No one other than Lucy came to the party.
(Roberts 2005: (1), (2), (3))
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The linguistic meaning of negative sentences
and restrictions on their utterance

Kiyoko Kataoka
(Faculty of Foreign Languages, Kanagawa University)

As is generally agreed, the linguistic meaning of a sentence consists of its logical
meaning, which reflects the syntactic relations of its constituents, and presupposed
propositions, if any, which are required to be true although they may not be
derived from the logical representations (i.e., ‘zuihan-meidai’ or required
propositions). We observe that, for an utterance of a negative sentence to be
felicitous, the speaker must make beforehand a relevant presumption (i.e., ‘zuihan
sootee’ oOr required presumption), which is not reflected syntactically or
semantically, but is a pragmatic requirement; without the required presumption,
the utterance could not be appropriate even though the sentence itself is
grammatical. The utterance of a negative sentence, therefore, involves its logical
meaning, the required propositions as semantic meaning, and the required
presumption as a pragmatic restriction. This paper examines negative sentences
which contain negation-sensitive elements to explore how a required proposition
and a required presumption for a negative sentence interact to give rise to a
relevant interpretation in the discourse where it is uttered.



