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Complex Motion Predicates in Japanese and Korean

Manabu Wada
(‘YYamaguchi University)

Japanese has a construction called Complex Motion Predicate (CMP). CMP
constitutes of a motion verb and a verb directly preceding the motion verb that
expresses the purpose of the motion. CMP includes two verbs, but it is well-known
that the sentence including CMP shows mono-clausal properties.

In previous studies, some claim that the mono-clausal structure is obtained by
restructuring a bi-clausal structure (Derivational Analysis: Miyagawa (1987)),
while others argue that CMP is mono-clausal, denying the re-structuring
(Non-derivational Analysis: Matsumoto (1996)).

As observed in Wada (2007), Korean also has CMP. When Korean CMP appear
with the pre-verbal negative an, it negates the whole CMP, but cannot negate only
the purposive verb. The Derivational analysis, which assumes a bi-clausal
structure for CMP, predicts that the latter interpretation is possible, since an
directly precedes the motion verb, which is the head of the embedded clause.

On the contrary, the Non-derivational Analysis, which assumes that the CMP
constitutes a constituent, can account for the fact, since an is combined with the
constituent in the analysis.

In addition, based on the distribution of an for Korean, and kata-nominalization
for Japanese, we conclude that the projection level of the CMP is V°, in the sense
of the sub-phrasal syntax, proposed by Sells (1994).



