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APPLICATION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
MASTER'S PROGRAM
IN JAPANESE HUMANITIES
for the 2011 Academic Year (beginning October 201 1)

APPLICATION DEADLINE

All forms must be received no later than March 31, 2011

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF HUMANITIES
KYUSHU UNIVERSITY
JAPAN



Foreword

The Humanities Master’s Program is centered on the study of Japan’s culture. This topic is broadly
defined, allowing students the freedom to examine Japan through investigations of history, linguistics, and
literature. Our program is designed to be flexible so that each student can specialize (or purposefully

choose not to specialize if they wish to pursue interdisciplinary research) in their field of interest.

The program is characterized by:

1) Small-group instruction in core subjects, which ensures the acquisition of
postgraduate level scholastic abilities.

2) A high level of difficulty. Unlike other English language degree programs in
Japan, our courses will be comparable in difficulty to master’s programs in
upper-echelon universities in the US and Europe. Ideally, students with a
master’s degree from this program should have no difficulty transitioning to a
PhD program at—for example—an Ivy League university.

3) Individual customization of the program directed towards the achievement of
the unique long-term academic goals of each student. For the specialist scholar
looking to eventually acquire a PhD, the ability to focus on a particular field of
interest will allow him or her to essentially begin an academic career right out of
college. Generalists seeking a terminal master’s degree can instead approach
the program from a “regional studies” perspective. The student does not need to
announce his or her choice until arriving at the University.

4) Cross-registration in other English language courses provided by other
departments. Students will thus be able to pursue specialized training in their
field of interest (for example, a student interested in archacology might take
several courses in archaeology in the Department of Social and Cultural
Studies).

5) Beginning or advanced language training, enabling the student to either pursue
advanced academic studies in a Japanese doctoral program or utilize those skills
in a workplace environment.

6) Expansion of the Kyushu University “Tutor Program” (the regular Kyushu
University version is described in the following section). Tutors will be paired
with the master’s student, and will accompany them to advanced classes taught
in Japanese in their field of study in order to introduce the master’s student to the
Japanese style of academics.

7) A closely supervised setting for writing a Master’s thesis under the guidance of

an academic advisor during the second year of study.



Introduction to Humanities at Kyushu University

The original Faculty of Letters was founded in 1924 by an imperial decree as an adjunct
curriculum of the Faculty of Law and Literature of Kyushu Imperial University. It then
came into being as an independent faculty in 1949. The Graduate School was later
established in 1953.

The School of Letters now offers 21 subjects of study within four disciplinary
fields: Philosophy, History, Literature, and Human Sciences. The Graduate School
consists of a two-year master’s course and a three-year-plus doctorate course in 11
specialized fields including: Philosophy and Ethics, Asian Philosophy, Art Studies,
Japanese Culture, Japanese History, Asian History, The History of Western and Islamic
Civilizations, Geography, Japanese and Chinese Literature, Western Literature, and
Linguistics.

Undergraduate and master’s course students are expected to study not only in
their major fields but also over a wide range of cross curricular humanities subjects
offered by other fields. Programs of study seek to familiarize students with a broad range
of fields in the belief that this will contribute positively to the development of individual
character.

Our Faculty/Schools have a strong desire to promote international exchange and
have recently accepted, mostly into the Graduate School, a larger number of students
from Europe, North and South America, Asia and the Pacific regions.

Approximately 10,000 students have now graduated from the Undergraduate
and Graduate schools. They are currently, or have been, actively engaged in education,

research work, the civil service, business, journalism and various other fields.

Prof. Akihiko Takagi, Dean



An Introduction to Kyushu University

Founded in 1911 as one of Japan’s seven Imperial Universities, Kyushu University has

established itself as a leader in education and research not just in Japan, but throughout
Asia. Currently, it has a total student population of 18,588, of which approximately 6%
are international students, and its faculty boasts roughly 2,300 full-time members.
Comprehensive in its academic reach, the university has 11 undergraduate departments
and 18 graduate schools, as well as numerous affiliated research centers.

In 2011, Kyushu University will celebrate its first centennial, marking its
founding as a National Imperial University. We are currently in the process of relocating
to the new state-of-the-art Ito Campus, which will, upon completion, provide the
university with advanced research facilities that are among the most outstanding in Asia.
With the assistance and cooperation received from various friends of the university, we
are committed to making every possible effort to promptly complete this relocation.

With the aim of educating new generations of leaders worldwide, we currently
offer several graduate programs in English that allow those enrolled to obtain a Master’s
degree without any prior knowledge of Japanese. To build on our global education
concept, we will continue to expand our range of degree programs to be offered only in
English. From the Fall Term of 2010 and beyond, the university will launch
English-language undergraduate programs in Agriculture and Engineering, and
English-language graduate programs in the Humanities, Social and Cultural Studies,
Human-Environment Studies, Law Economics, Science, Mathematics, Systems Life
Sciences, Medical Sciences, Dental Sciences, Pharmaceutical Sciences, Engineering,

Design, Bio-resource and Bio-environmental Sciences, and Integrated Frontier Sciences.




We fully appreciate the fact that, while offering superior education to future
generations of world leaders is a start, more is needed to make the most of their studies
and research activities. We already have a system in place that provides a variety of
services to students and researchers from overseas, and seek to do more. To begin with,
each international student will be assigned both a tutor and an academic supervisor. The
tutor will greet the overseas student at the airport upon arrival in Kyushu, help the
student adjust to life in Japan by providing advice regarding Japanese customs, teach
survival Japanese, take him or her on a campus tour, and introduce the student to a
community of friends, among many other things. Beyond this, Kyushu University’s
International Student Center offers services that include cross-cultural counseling to
interested students. The Support Center for Students and Researchers from Overseas,
whose branch offices can be found on all of the university’s campuses, will also assist the
university’s international population when they need help with translation, with
documents for the immigration office or city hall, and more. For international students
who wish to find jobs in Kyushu, our career services section can offer assistance.

It should also be noted that Kyushu University’s locale—Fukuoka—is an
attraction in itself. Fukuoka is a pleasant and cosmopolitan coastal city of 1.4 million
residents, and is the largest metropolis on the island of Kyushu. The city boasts a
compelling skyline that mixes traditional and modern architecture, numerous upscale
shopping malls and boutiques, important cultural and historic sites, and a rich variety of
attractions, including galleries, theaters, museums, international cuisine and nightlife, all
set against a backdrop of scenic mountains and beautiful seascapes. With an active
population of expatriates, there’s something for people of all backgrounds in Fukuoka.
Geographically and historically, the city has played an important role as Japan’s gateway
to East and Southeast Asian countries. Indeed, many flights connect Fukuoka
International Airport to many of Asia’s principal cities (for example, Seoul is 80 minutes
away, Taipei is 2 hours away). Fukuoka City enjoys a growing reputation as a modern,
vibrant regional trade and production center. Recently Newsweek magazine cited
Fukuoka as a ‘City of Substance,” ranking it among the ‘ten most dynamic cities’ in the

world.



Diploma Policy

The purpose of the Graduate School of Humanities program in Japanese Humanities is to help students

acquire expertise in the field of humanities, including sufficient knowledge and understanding of
Japanese culture so that students can become active participants in the international arena. Additionally,
the students will engage in deep exploration of the multi-faceted nature of humanity. Based upon that
understanding, they will strive to develop their ability to redefine the fundamental problems of human

culture as they exist through space and time.

The Japanese Humanities course was created for two types of students: “generalists”, who will obtain a
job after obtaining the master’s degree, and “specialists”, who intend to pursue a Ph.D. after obtaining the
master’s degree. The curriculum, based on English language classes, has been organized as follows. 1.
Trying not to be limited to previously established thinking about courses, we teach students the current
and most advanced knowledge of, and methodologies in, the humanities. This is based on having students
take a wide range of courses in various fields of the humanities. 2. Through compulsory classes in
Japanese culture (philosophy, literature, history, and linguistics) students will acquire a basic
understanding of Japanese culture. 3. Specialists in the program may also take a limited number of classes
that are taught in Japanese in their field of specialty. 4. Finally, students will write a thesis based on their

two years of coursework.

Admission Policy

The Master’s Program in Japanese Humanities for the Graduate School of Humanities seeks students who
think logically and are willing to question even the core tenets of their fields of research. Additionally,
we desire students who proactively acquire the skills necessary to rigorously and accurately read the huge
volume of written knowledge that is our treasured heritage as a species. In order to do so, our students
need an insatiable curiosity, a strong interest in languages, a grasp of delicate subtleties, and an open heart
towards many cultures.

Regarding the process of selection, our fundamental plan is to accept individuals who agree with
our program’s educational philosophy. The ability of the students to think logically and to express
themselves in English will be gauged by examining the research plans or essays they present during the

admissions process, and during an oral interview.



Eligibility

The applicant for the master’s program must hold a Bachelor’s degree (or equivalent) by the time the

program begins.

Language Requirement

1. All required lectures and seminars will be conducted in English and therefore students are expected to
have strong English language skills.

2. There is no prerequisite for applicants to have studied the Japanese language before their arrival at
Kyushu University. However, upon matriculation, students will be encouraged to enroll in Japanese

language courses.

Application Period

March 1, 2011—March 31, 2011
(Must be received no later than March 31, 2011)




Required Application Documents

Note: All documents must be written in English.

@

Application Form

Use the official application form,
which is available for download at
http:/www?2.lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp/

In the area labeled “Academic
History,” the applicant should
include data from senior high
school matriculation to the
present.

@

Academic Essay

Please address all of the following in
your essay:

1. Explain why you wish to attend this
program

2. Demonstrate how previous courses
or life experiences prepared you for
this program

3. Describe your research plan for

the Graduate School of Humanities
including your (a) field of study, (b)
objectives, and (c) the significance of
your past research or the research you
plan to undertake.

Length: Approximately 2,000
words (Written in English)

©)

Two Letters of
Recommendation

Recommendation writers should
address the following issues in the
letter:

1. Reasons for recommending the
applicant

2. The applicant’s intellectual and
emotional maturity, as it relates to
his/her ability to perform well in a
challenging intellectual and cultural
setting

3. The applicant’s ability to both
understand classes and lectures, and
undertake independent research in
English

At least one recommender

must be a faculty member of

the university from which the
applicant graduated. Each
recommender is asked to sign
his or her recommendation letter
and place the letter in a sealed
envelope. The recommender
must also provide his or her
contact information.

Q)

Certificate of

From the final school attended

Certificate officially issued by a

Application Fee

transfer receipt

Graduation university, or its equivalent
Academic Certificate officially issued by a

5

©) Transcript Vo wl seliess Giznded university or its equivalent
Documents
Attesting to the

©) English Language TOEFL (P, C, I), TOEIC, IELTS, Score card or relevant document.
Abilities of CAMBRIDGE A photocopy is acceptable.
Non-Native
Speakers

%) Proof of Payment of | E-transfer, bank transfer, or wire




Submitting the Application

1. The application documents must be sent by registered mail or by a similar mail service.

Documents sent by fax and/or email WILL NOT be accepted.

2. Do not use nicknames or abbreviations when writing one’s name on application documents. The
applicant must write his or her name as it appears on the applicant’s official family register (or on the
alien registration certificate, passport, or equivalent document for foreign students).

3. No changes to application documents will be accepted after submission. Neither documents nor
application fees will be returned.

4.  Application documents must be received at the following address:

Gakusei Dai-Ichi Kakari (the Student Section)
Faculty of Humanities

Kyushu University

6-19-1, Hakozaki, Higashi-ku

Fukuoka 812-8581 Japan

Application Fee

Applicants are asked to either (1) make a bank transfer (remittance) in accordance with the following
instructions and to enclose a photocopy of the remittance receipt to verify the payment of the
application fee with their application documents or (2) pay the application fee online via
“e-payment.” Payment of all bank charges will be the responsibility of the remitter, including the

transaction charges required by the banks.

< Remittance Instructions >

e-payment/ Bank Transfer / Telegraphic / Wire Transfer

Advise and Pay (A/P)

Payer’s Responsibility

¥30,000

Application Fee

SUMITOMO MITSUI BANKING CORPORATION

FUKUOKA BRANCH

7119240

Kyushu University




Bank Address 1-1-1 Hakataekimae, Hakata-ku, Fukuoka 812-0011, Japan

Swift Code SMBCIJPIT

Other Details In the “Message to Payee, if any” section, write “2LT”
before your name.

< E-Payment Instructions >
- Credit Card Payment:
Payment can be made by using Visa, Master Card, JCB, or American Express Credit cards. The fee is

submitted online at https://e-shiharai.net/english/.

- Convenience Store Payment (available only in Japan):

Payment of fees can be done at Seven Eleven, Circle K, Sunkus, Lawson, or Family Mart.

For detailed information on how to pay all fees online or at convenience stores in Japan, please see the

page labeled “How to Pay Your Application Fee by Credit Card” at the end of this brochure. Payment

instructions can also be accessed online at the following URL: https://e-shiharai.net/english/. The

following credit card types can be used: VISA, Master Card, JCB, American Express.

Notes: The application documents will not be accepted and processed if the application fee has not been

received. A receipt providing evidence of payment must be included with the application materials.

Selection Procedure

1. Document screening

2. All candidates who pass the “document screening” stage will be interviewed via Skype or in person.

3. Interview: Applicants who live in Japan will be asked to come to the Graduate School of Humanities
at Kyushu University to have an interview. Applicants who live outside of Japan will have the option
of being interviewed via a remote communications system (i.e. Skype).

4. Applicants will be notified of the results by June 30, 2011.



Entrance Procedures

- Pay 282,000 Japanese Yen as the entrance fee, and then submit the receipt of the payment along with
other entrance procedure documents by August 31, 2011.

+ Further details will be given to successful candidates upon dispatch of entrance procedures
documents.

- Once the entrance fee is paid, it will not be refunded under any circumstances.

- The entrance fee is the figures for 2010 and are subject to change.

Tuition

- Payment of tuition, should be made by bank transfer from your bank account ( unless you have
requested a tuition exemption). The payment of tuition for Fall and Spring semesters will be made in
late October and late April, respectively. The transfers will be carried out on the days designated by
the University.

- The amounts of fees given below are subject to change without prior notice.

@Payment for the First Year Unit ( Japanese Yen = JPY)

282,000 - 282,000

For Fall Semester, _ 267.900 267,900
2011 : ,

For Spring Semester, _ 267.900 267,900
2012 : ,

Total 282,000 535,800 817,800

Student Visa Procedures

Kyushu University will be happy to assist the applicant with their visa requirements throughout the
application process. However, the applicant will need to initiate the visa application process in a timely
manner at their own initiative and cost. More information about applying for a visa will be given to

applicants who are accepted.
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Key Addresses and Information

1. All documents must be sent to the following address:
Gakusei Dai-Ichi Kakari (the Student Affairs Section)
Graduate School of Humanities
Kyushu University
6-19-1, Hakozaki, Higashi-ku
Fukuoka 812-8581 Japan

2. Fax: +81(0)92-642-2349

3. E-mail: kokusai@lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp

Note: As stated above, all application materials MUST be sent by mail. However, questions about the

application process submitted by fax or email are welcomed.

Scholarships

As with all former Japanese national universities, Kyushu University itself does not have any

comprehensive scholarship system for international students. There are Japanese MEXT’s scholarships,
and approximately thirty private organizations provide scholarships for students at Kyushu University.
Most of these scholarships can be obtained based on recommendations from each student’s present
university. After enrollment, students can obtain further detailed information on scholarship
opportunities.

However, it is not realistic for international students to assume that they will be able to obtain
such scholarship awards unconditionally. The total number of these scholarships is small in comparison
to the total number of international students at Kyushu University, and applicants for these scholarships
come from all schools at Kyushu University. Therefore, competition for these scholarships is high. For
further information about these scholarships at Kyushu University, please click on the “Fees and the
Scholarship System in the Guide for International Students” link on Kyushu University’s Website.

Therefore, when planning to study and conduct research at Kyushu University, please be sure in
advance that you will not encounter financial difficulties. Students are expected to devote most of their
time to study and research, and there are also limitations on the amount of time international students are

permitted to spend on part-time jobs.



Accommodations

Kyushu University operates a dormitory called the International House (http:/ish.gozaru.jp/) in
Kashii-hama, which is located 3 km northeast of the Hakozaki Campus of Kyushu University. However,
due to a shortage of capacity, accommodation cannot be offered to all students. As the term of residence
in the House is also limited to a period ranging from one month to one year, most international students
rent apartments privately.

International students sometimes have difficulty in finding an appropriate Japanese guarantor.
To help solve this problem, there is the Housing Surety System for International Students in Fukuoka. If
you cannot find a guarantor and would like to rent an apartment managed by a rental agent who makes
use of this housing guarantor system, the Fukuoka International Association can act as a joint guarantor
for you. After enrollment, students will be able to obtain detailed information regarding this system.

The living expenses of international students at Kyushu University vary from individual to
individual, depending on such factors as their lodgings and eating habits. As a reference, the costs of

international student life at a modest but adequate standard are as follows (per month excluding tuition):

Lodging from 30,000 to 50,000 yen
Food from 40,000 to 45,000 yen
Academic costs (books etc.) from 10,000 to 20,000 yen
Miscellaneous from 10,000 to 15,000 yen
from 90,000 to 130,000 yen

As mentioned in the scholarship information above, it is unrealistic for international students to
assume that they will be able to cover all these expenses with scholarship aid, and it is also difficult to
arrange a part-time job for many reasons, including the demand of full-time study, as well as visa
requirements and laws. Therefore, please secure in advance sufficient financial funds to meet daily living

expenses, rent, and tuition fees.
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Program Staff

Primary Instructors
BENOM Carey, Linguistics
KURASHIGE Jeff, History

TBD, Japanese Culture

Affiliated Instructors

KATAOKA Kei, History of Indian Philosophy
KUBO Tomoyuki, Linguistics

MIYAMOTO Kazuo, Archaeology

MURALI Kazuhiko, English Literature
NAKAJIMA Yoshiaki, Asian History
NISHIOK A Nobuaki, English Linguistics
ONIJO Akio, Geography

SAKAMOTO Tsutomu, Linguistics
SHIMIZU Kazuhiro, History of Islamic Civilization
TAKAGI Akihiko, Geography

TAKANO Yasushi, American Literature
UEYAMA Ayumi, Linguistics

UKAI Nobumitsu, English Literature



APPLICATION FORM
“Master’s Degree in Japanese Humanities”
Graduate School of Humanities, Kyushu University

Affix
Photo
Here

Photo should be recent, front view, with no hat, and 4cm (height) by 3cm (width).

1. Full Name: Given name Middle name Family name
as listed in your passport
or official ID
2. Nationality
3. Sex O Female 0 Male
4. Date of Birth Year Month Day
5. Marital Status O Single 0 Married
6. Present Status:
Name of university
attended or employer
7. Contact Address 7-1. Address
7-2. Phone number
7-3. Fax number
7-4. E-mail address 1.
2.
8. English Language OTOEFL ( OPaper, 0CBT, Dother ) = points
Qualifications OIELTS = points
OTOEIC = points
OCambridge= ___ points
0 Others ( )= points

X Use the official application form, which is available for download at

http://www?2.lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp/
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9. Academic History

Senior High School Level

Name of School Location From / To
(Month / Year)
Undergraduate Level
Name of University, Location From / To D1plom? or
Facult (Month / Year) Degree, Field of
Y Study
Unigi)r:)it}f(xli(a )c(ulty Fukuoka, Japan Oct./19XX- Bachelor of
of XXXX Jul./19XX XXXX
Graduate Level
Name of University, Location From /To D1plom? or
Facult (Month / Year) Degree, Field of
Y Study
10. Work Experience Organization / Company, Job Title From / To
Department (Month / Year)
(Ex.) XXXX Enterprise, Research Assistant Oct./19XX
Research/Development - Oct./19XX

11. Summary of
Undergraduate Thesis (if
any) (300-400 words)

11-1. Thesis Title

11-2. Description

I certify that the information presented above is accurate and complete. I also certify that, to the best of my knowledge,
any information submitted on my behalf (such as the letters of recommendation) is authentic. I understand that any
inaccurate or misleading information will, if discovered, be cause for any offer of admission to be rescinded, or for my
status as a student to be revoked (including the revocation of course credit, course grades, and degree).

Name

Date

Signature




KYUSHU UNIVERSITY
How to Pay Your Application Fee by Credit Card

24 hours a day, 365 days a year, you can pay anytime! Easy, Convenient and Simple!

You can make a payment with your Credit Card VISA @mu‘ Uil

Access the site below with your PC You can access

this data

https://e-shiharai.net/english/ e

1 Access the following site

with your po https://e-shiharai.net/english/

2. Top Page Click “Application.”

3. Conditions and Terms Agree to the website usage terms.

4. School Selection Select “Kyushu University (Graduate Schools).”

- Confirm that the university school and department which you chose are correct.
5. School Information Then push . “Next.”

Make a selection in each of the four drop-down menus (skip to the next menu or to the end

6. Category Selection if no option is provided) then click the button “Add to Basket” to confirm your selections.

Confirm that you have applied for the correct program.
7. Check your Basket If the data is correct, click “Next.”

Input your personal data. This information will be used solely for identification

8. Basic Information purposes, to insure that the correct applicant is credited with payment.

uonoesue.] pJied 1pald - uoneosiddy gam

9. Credit Card Information @ Input your Credit Card Number (150r16-digits) and Expiration Date.

Your e-payment information will be displayed.
Check to confirm that the information is correct and click “Confirm” to pay.

10.Applicant Details

11 Credit Card Credit Card Payment Completed: Click the button “Print this page” to print a confirmation.
. Payment Completed Enclose this receipt with your application form.
Access the following site with your pc: https://e-shiharai.net/english/

Enclose the printed "Result" page along with the other required application documents.
Required application documents
o] [l Mail it from the Post Office
”'T” T — 000-0000
XXXXXX XXXXX1-1-1
 — oo POST OFFICE
L :l » XXXXXXXXXXXXX XX »
[NOTICE/FAQ]

@You can make a payment anytime during the payment periods listed @Please note that a refund is not possible once you have paid the
in the application documents. Please check the application Application Fee. It is possible to use a card which lists a name
documents and complete the payment by the required due date. different from that of the applicant. However, please make sure that

@On the last date of the payment period, make sure to finish the the data on the “Basic Information” page is the applicant's data.
payment procedure by 11:00pm Japan Standard Time. @If you did not print out the "Result" page, you can view it again at a

@An Administrative Fee of 473 yen will be added to the Application later date on the “Application Result” page. Please enter the
Fee. "Receipt Number" and "Birth Date" to redisplay the information.

@Please directly contact the credit card company if your card is not
accepted.

For questions or problems not mentioned above, please contact :

E-Service Support Center Tel : +81-3-3267-6663 (24 hours everyday)
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Contact Information

Gakusei Dai-Ichi Kakari (the Student Affairs Section)
Graduate School of Humanities
Kyushu University
6-19-1, Hakozaki, Higashi-ku Fukuoka, 812-8581 JAPAN
FAX: +81(0)92-642-2349

E-mail: kokusai@lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp

Website: http://www2.lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp/en/
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