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Reconsidering the Eyeless Suitra (menashikyo)
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C* 5 ...+ is the popular name for a set of five scrolls completed around the year

a four-volume transcription of the Golden Light Ssitra and a one-volume transcription of

the Rishu Sitra. The cutious Epyeless name|stems from the fact that the sutra text was inscribed on top
of monochromatic line drawings of gentre scenes in which 95% of the persons depicted lacked eyes.
Our understanding of the Eyeless Sutra is based on two terse inscriptions. Heavy reliance on these
inscriptions has led scholars to'believe that these drawings were made in preparation for a large,
polychrome illustrated handscroll project (e.g., the very roughly contemporaneous Genyi Scrolls).
According to this interpretation, the illustrated scroll production was interrupted by the death of the
retired emperor GoShirawaka (1127-1192), and the pages were repurposed for use as memorial
sutras. This talk will cast doubt on this standard interpretation and explore new ways of
understanding these enigmatic objects
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This lecture series is supported by a 2018—19 AY Challenge Type 3, Progress 100 (Invitation program for top global
researchers) RINK @esearch Hub for the Humanities, Social Sciences, and terdisciplinary Smdies,?@yushu University
grant, The Many Shapes of Meaning: Object and Performance in Asia Across Time.

For questions contact schweizer@lit.kyushu-u.ac.jp (Anton Schweizer, IMAP/IDOC in Japanese Humanities).
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