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Right out on the end of the Cap there was a tiny beach—the Garoupe—only about
forty yards long and covered with a bed of seaweed that must have been four feet thick.
We dug out a corner of the beach and bathed there and sat in the sun, and we decided
that this was where we wanted to be . . . . There was a small hotel on the Cap that had
been operated for thirty-five years by Antoine Sella and his family; ordinarily, it closed
down on May 1st, when the Sellas went off to manage a hotel in the Italian Alps. That
summer, though, the Murphys persuaded Sella to keep the Hotel du Cap open on a
minimum basis, with a cook, a waiter, and a chambermaid as the entire staff, and they
moved in with their children, sharing the place with a Chinese family who had been
staying there and had decided to remain when they learned that the hotel would stay
open.
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In the early morning the distant image of Cannes, the pink and cream of old
fortifications, the purple Alp that bounded Italy, were cast across the water and lay
quavering in the ripples and rings sent up by sea-plants through the clear shallows.
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